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The August 2011 postmonsoon ban period
witnessed a bumper catch of Nemipterus spp. The
trawlers at Munambam Fisheries Harbour after 3-5 days
of fishing had enormous catch of  Nemipterus spp.
(Fig.1 and 2) ranging from 1.8 to 12.4 t per boat from a
depth range of 65 to 80 m. The peak landing was on
08.08. 2011.
The presence of Psenopsis cyanea along with
Nemipterus spp. was also a unique feature of the catch.
This trend prevailed for the first and second week of
August and then declined by the third week.
Honeycomb stingrays (Himantura uarnak) washed ashore
at Uran coast in Maharashtra
Ramesh B. Rao
Field Centre of CMFRI,  Alibag
Parameters Dimensions (cm)
Total length 990
Blow-hole length 36
Lower jaw 138
Upper jaw 160
Length of fluke from
median notch 171
Length of flipper 54
About 50 to 55 numbers of the honeycomb
stingray, Himantura uarnak (Fig.1) were washed ashore
at Mankeshwar beach near Uran coast in Raigad
District of Maharashtra on 21st August 2010. These
fishes were about 4 feet long and about 3 feet in disc
width.
Local fishermen informed that this kind of unusual
stranding is observed for the first time at this place
and they feel that it might have occurred due to
oil spill, leakage of pesticide and chemicals after the
collision of two ships near Mumbai coast on 7th August,
2010.
Fig.1. Himantura uarnak stranded at Uran coast,
Maharashtra
17.9.2009 around 1730 hrs struggling to escape from
the shallow waters. The total length of the whale was
990 cm with an approximate weight of 12 t. The whale
was suspected to be injured due to collision with
a ship as evidenced by profuse bleeding from the
blow-hole. No external injury was observed. This is
the second record of sperm whale stranding at Karwar.
Earlier, a sperm whale was found stranded at Karwar
on 23.06.1972. The morphometric measurements of
the sperm whale recorded are as follows:
Fig. 1. The sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus
stranded at Devbagh, Karnataka
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Stranding of baleen whale Balaenoptera sp. at Satpati Landing Centre,
Thane District, Maharashtra
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Table 1. Details of landings of Nemipterus spp. at Munambam Fisheries Harbour
Date No. of  boats Average Average Amount
landed catch/unit rate/kg (`) realised (`)
05/08/2011 45 2900 kg 22 63,800
06/08/2011 63 4358 kg 20 87,160
08/08/2011 65 8680 kg 18 1,56,240
09/08/2011 70 5643 kg 18 1,01,574
Fig. 1. Nemipterus spp. landed at Munambam
Fisheries Harbour
Fig. 2. Nemipterus spp. in the deck of fishing boat at
Munambam Fisheries Harbour
A  baleen  whale  was  found  washed  ashore  at
Satpati  Landing  Centre, Thane District, Maharashtra
on 01.04.2011 (Fig. 1). Total length was  about 12 m
and weight was approximately 10 t.Detailed
morphometric  measurements could not be taken  as
the whale was in highly putrefied condition. A deep
cut was present on the body, may be due to the injury
by the propeller of a vessel which could have caused
the death of the animal. Fishermen poured kerosene
on the carcass and buried it in the beach itself.
Fig. 1. Stranded baleen whale at Satpati Landing Centre,
Maharashtra
